[The electrocardiogram of the normal child].
The EKG findings of 202 normal children, aged 1 month to 10 years were reviewed in order to determine criteria for diagnosis of ventricular hypertrophy. QRS voltage in right and left precordial leads are very variable and do not constitute adequate criteria for the diagnosis of ventricular hypertrophy the same is true with QRS duration, which increases progressively from 50 to 60 msec from the first to the fourth year of life, and to 70 msec over that age. The values found are smaller than those previously reported in the literature. Measurement of initial intrinsicoid deflection time in leads VI, aVF and V6 apparently have important clinical significance. This is a constant finding in normal hearts in lead VI, where deflection time is 18 to 20 msec. Therefore, times above 25 to 30 msec are sugestive of right ventricular hypertrophy when RBBB is not present. Intrinsicoid deflection time in lead V6 in children under one year of age was 20 msec, while between age one and ten it varied between 20 and 31 msec. Such variations show how left ventricular tissue increases after the first years of life, and also that times above 5 msec over those found for any age group are indicative of left ventricular hypertrophy.